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Welcome to the November EAOVC Newsletter.
With the last outing of the year finished and AGM on our doorstep, we concentrate on
the Cavalcade Charities as well as the last few events.
Have you been on a run? maybe take some photo’s ? Why not share your thoughts
on the event and I can publish it both on the website and in the newsletter.
Contact the editor, details on the inside of the front page.
FBHVC Survey
A summary of The National Historic Vehicle Survey 2016
published by the FBHVC. The survey makes interesting
reading, showing, among other things:
Vehicle ownership has risen in the last five years to over
a million with, not surprisingly, the average number of miles travelled also up.
The average attendance at all events is up from 4.5 to 5.5 million. This definitely
shows an interest in the old vehicle scene.
The Summary can be downloaded from www.eaovc.co.uk/survey or from the FBHVC
website - www.fbhvc.co.uk/research/
It’s well worth a read !
2016 Annual General Meeting
As you will be aware the EAOVC AGM will take place at the Loughshore Hotel,
Carrickfergus on Tues 1st November.
Although the Officers of the club are in the middle of their two year period, the club
secretary, Gavin Millar, is only standing in at present. Gavin has made it clear that he
cannot continue in this role indefinitely. We are urgently looking for someone to take
on the role permanently.
If you are interested, please let Gavin know as soon as possible. Experience, although
it would help, is not necessary, as this would be a gradual change over with plenty of
help from the rest of the committee.
The Charity for the 2017 Cavalcade will be chosen on the night after a short
presentation by the members proposing the relevant Charity. The winning charity will
be invited in the New Year to speak to the club outlining the work they do.
2017 Membership.
Unfortunately due rising expenses the Committee have had no choice to put the
Membership fees up for the first time in 17 years. Membership will rise to £20 / £15
for Full / Over 65 rates.
The committee have discussed this long and hard and have come to the conclusion
that there was no other choice. This still makes our club the cheapest old vehicle
club around.

Portrush Cavalcade
The Portrush Cavalcade 2016 charity was
Crossroads Young Carers. This years event was
again a great success with rain at Portrush not
putting too much of a dampener on things. This
year we where joined by the 4x4 Landrover Club
who also had a run on the same day.
With some money still to
come in, it looks like the Charity will receive about £4000 for the
good work they do.
This coming year’s charity will be picked from the following
nominees by the members attending the AGM in November.
This is only a brief description of what each of the charities do,
so please go to their websites to find out more before deciding on who to vote for.
The Nominated Charities for 2017 are.
Befrienders for Disability
Web : www.befrienders.org/ukmain
The charity visits disabled friends at home
and in care homes, establishing friendships with some of the most isolated and
vulnerable in society.
The charity offer practical and emotional support, and spiritual counsel where
requested. They facilitate counsellors and one-to-one support workers for people with
disabilities. They aim to establish links with local churches so disabled people can
enjoy the benefits of their wider community and seek to foster change for the good of
disabled people throughout wider society promoting not just access, but integration
for all.
At its heart, Befrienders For Disability's work here at home is to foster friendships with
people who have disabilities, and to work to enhance their quality of life. They do this
through organising visits to care homes and private residences, as well as taking our
disabled friends on days out, lunches, or shopping trips where it is possible.
The charity operate for all those who need us regardless of faith, but as a Christian
charity they provide prayer and spiritual counsel to individuals where requested.
Sometimes care homes ask them to conduct services for their residents, which they
are also happy to do.
If possible they seek to foster links with local churches, enabling those who have a
disability to enjoy fellowship and a more integrated role in their wider community.
Physically disabled people, the visually impaired, and those with learning difficulties
are all assisted, and they have found that the quality of life of these people is
considerably enhanced through their involvement with the charity.

Carrickfergus & Districk Senior Gateway Club
Web : www.carrickdistrictseniorgateway.org
This is a charity for adults with learning disability. It was formed
46 years ago, they meet weekly in the Carrickfergus YMCA. They
presently have membership of approximately 106 members, with
a weekly turnout of 70/80. Their volunteers would number around
25 and are one of the largest clubs in the province. We have a
Management Committee which meets monthly, but the 'spade
work' is carried out by our Wednesday night meetings, which are
eagerly awaited by our members.
On Wednesday nights, we have outings for our members to participate in. We go to
Brewers Fayre, a well know local restaurant where the members can relax, socalise
and have a nice warm drink at no extra cost! The members also enjoy getting involved
in Arts and Crafts, Games, Karaoke, Knitting and much which are made available to
them every Wednesday night.
Throughout the year the Charity hold numerous competions, conferences, displays,
fundraising events and an elegant Christmas Dinner at the end of each year for
everyone to enjoy! It is good to keep everyone on the move to keep the club thriving.
Gateway represents the open gate to all that is good and the right belongs to those
with a Learning Disability.

Hope House Ireland
Web : www.hopehouseireland.org/
The founders of Hope House Ireland are Roy and
Dawn McConnell who have been married for over
30 years and have one daughter Leah.
In February 1990, at the age of 34, Roy was given
the news that he had non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and was given a 30 per cent survival
rate. After a year-and-a-half of chemotherapy, a bone marrow transplant and much
prayer, Roy amazed the doctors when he fully recovered. He was clear for 21 years.
In February 2012 the couple once again were devastated to receive the news that the
cancer had returned. They would have to start the journey of chemotherapy again.
A year later they were thrilled to learn that Roy was clear of cancer once again and
was able to return to work.
Then in 2015 Dawn was diagnosed with cancer.
Getting a cancer diagnosis is devastating not only to the person receiving it, but also
immediate family. The whole landscape of your life totally changes as visits to the
hospital for treatment and checkups take over your life and a lot of people are unable
to travel too far because of the sickness, and being stuck at home 24hrs a day can

add a lot of stress to your situation. Experience has taught us, one of the best things
to do is to be able to remove yourself from the normal everyday life routines. A break,
even for a few days, can be truly valuable in recovery. In fact research shows that
our surroundings can have a profound effect on the immune system function and our
sense of well-being.
They began to raise funds so they could rent an apartment by the sea where those
going through cancer could rest and recuperate, free of any charge and also to benefit
anyone travelling long distances. They chose the apartment on Whitehead promenade
because of the beautiful sea-view and walks. They began renting it in March 2014.
The apartment is only a 5 minute walk from the train station that provides a train that
leaves guests at the entrance of the City hospital which is approximately 14 miles from
Whitehead. This has proved very successful to patients who do not like to drive long
distances and also means they can come and stay the night before their appointments.
TeamHOPE seeks to help in any way we can shining that light of HOPE in the midst
of the darkness that surrounds a cancer diagnosis. Since they opened the door of
HOPE the responses they received from their guests have confirmed how important
it is to continue with this work.
Reports from the Runs
Presidents Run: (Sat 24th Sept 2016)
The Presidents Run was held on Saturday 24th
September. Derek Clark, President of the
EAOVC, arranged for us to assemble at the
Chimney Corner Hotel for 10am with a 10:30
start.
We drove down through Templepatrick on to
Antrim to the Randalstown roundabout where
we joined the M2 motorway and travelled on
through Tomebridge to Mal's Restaurant on the Hillhead Road
Derek had arranged, at his own expense, for tea/coffee to be served complete with
freshly baked scones with jam and cream. This was a welcome break and allowed
Derek to reassemble, as there was a bit of confusion on the route we were supposed
to take.
This confusion continued, for Norman and Brian (yes me too, as I was travelling with
Brian) because we did not hear the change of route to go through Ballyronan to skip
the roadworks at Magherfelt.
With everyone travelling behind Patrick in the Porsche, they travelled through
Ballyronan, bypassing Magherfelt, Moneymore and coming back on to the original
route at the far end of Cookstown, were Brian and Norman where waiting.
The convoy of 13 cars travelled on into Dungannon, to Trevor Haydock's collection
were we where warmly welcomed by the man himself.

This was a collection a mixture of lorries, cars and some tractors. When you go upstairs
to the upstairs balcony you find a collection of most things related to car/lorry trade.
Trevor Haydock opens up his collection
and supplies tea and coffee and tray bakes
at his own expense in an effort to raise
money for Guide Dogs for the Blind. This
is very close to his heart as his father
became blind after a road accident.
With the weather a bit on the damp side
and as time was marching on, we decided
to skip the visit to Ranfurley House.
Unfortunately not all of us got the message. With a trip around a busy shopping centre
car park for fuel (and Brake fluid for Norman) the cars were a bit split up. Most of them
followed Derek to Glenavon House Hotel for the evening meal and the rest of us
heading for Ranfurley House.We all eventually ended up in the Glanavon House Hotel
for our meal. The meal itself and the service was excellent. Nobody left on an empty
stomach (Including me… ).
The day was a great success. Many thanks to the EOAVC President, Derek Clark,
and of course his wife, Isobel, for organising a great day out.
End of Season Run: (Sun 9th Oct 2016)
Lawrence Stanford organised the End of
Season run which turned out to be a very
popular day. With nearly 30 cars turned out
for the Sunday afternoon start.
As well as the cars he also brought the sun
as well after a very rainy few days before.
We travelled down through Carrick and on to Eden where we turned up over the back
roads to Mossley and on to Ballyrobert. We had a quick catchup stop before heading
on through Templepatrick and on to The Castle Gardens in Antrim.
Lawrence had arranged for the cars to be parked up in the closed off Gardens instead
of the main car park, which was just as well as the place was very busy given the good
weather.
After Tea and Scones (split into two sittings
due to the numbers) there was a guided
tour of the award winning gardens. With
the four centuries of history there was a lot
to get through.
It was also good to see both David Lauro
and Michael Fegan looking so well, after
both being absent from the club due to
illness.

Due to most of the afternoon being taken up at the gardens we ran out of time to visit
Waterfowl Park (some other time perhaps) so went directly to Ballymena Golf Club
for our evening meal.
This was an excellent run, helped a lot by the weather and at a cost everyone could
afford. Many thanks to Lawrence Stanford for organising such a wonderful day out
for the last run of the season.

Christmas Supper
This years Christmas Supper will be on the first Tuesday of December. This will be
free to all members and £5 to their partners. Additional friends or family wishing to
attend will be charged at £7.50 per person.
Further details and entry forms will be released after the AGM. Please note there will
be a strict closing date for the supper. Sorry, but people turning up on the night without
putting in an entry form will not be admitted.

And Finally… (A message from the editor)
The Christmas Supper may be the last event of the year, but that just means that the
work for next year has just been started.
If you have any new ideas for a run please let the committee know. We are always
on the lookout for new ideas, either for events, places to visit or just ways that will
improve the club
Articles for the newsletter / Website are always welcome. They should be relevant to
our club but not necessary about cars. Suggestions for speakers for the meetings
would also be welcome and as always if you have any contacts that can help the
members of the club please let us know.
The club is run by the members, for the members. New ideas are what keeps the club
fresh, so let us know what you think.
See you at the AGM.

Disclaimer
The views expressed may not be those of the EAOVC.

