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Message from the Chairman
Welcome to all our East Antrim Old Vehicle Club Members. I regret that
we are still not able to meet, due to the present situation with this virus.
I had hoped to be to be able to bring you all good news of an excellent
programme of meetings and events coming up soon, unfortunately it is
just not possible. Rest assured we are monitoring the situation and as
soon as it is safe to do so we hope to resume our activities, but in the
meantime may I wish you all a happy and safe Easter.
William Peoples (Chairman)

Hello fellow EAOVC Members,
I hope that this newsletter finds you all fit and well, having endured
probably one of the worst periods of our lives.
History shows; 1665 and 1666 - The great Plague and The great Fire of
London,1720 – Bubonic plague Europe, 1918 to1920 – The Spanish
flu, 2013 to 2016 Ebola etc., and now 2020+ Covid-19. We are all now
living through a horrible time in history. But all of these pandemics were
and will be overcome thanks to our brilliant scientists and modern
medicines.
Some of us have found it quite lonely not having day to day contact
with other like-minded people, but we hope that now we have the
vaccination in full progress, later this year we will be able to get the old
motors out and take them for glorious runs to our special events and
rallies and then of course, have a meal or picnic out on the way home.
Happy Days!
If we have been shown anything, it is the things that we have taken for
granted and missed, the family and friendships, the simple meetings
and get togethers, the laughter, the kindness and brotherhood shown,
even the little grumbles and disagreements all quickly forgotten and no
bitterness harboured (at least that is how it should be). We are lucky
we belong to one of the best classic car clubs around, the EAOVC and
we owe it to ourselves to take advantage and when it is safe to do so,
to fully embrace the club and wholeheartedly join in with everyone!
Potholes can cause severe damage to cars on the road. MAGOWAN
TYRES have agreed to give 10% discount to all the EAOVC members
for suspension damage repairs. They cannot give a discount on tyres
as they say they are competitively priced, but they do offer a free
professional tyre and suspension check and will help wherever it is
possible to source classic car tyres when asked. If you hit a pothole do
go and get your free check. Contact; barry@magowantyres.co.uk Tel:
02890 837766. Please book in advance, their T&C’s apply.

It is now time to shake off the blues. Let’s show off and be proud of our
cars, good bad or indifferent, please send in your best or worst photos
of your own cars. Let us know If you don’t want the world to know that
you own the car and your full name will not be printed, just send them
to us with a request for your first name only, or no name at all, so that
we can update the website and show everyone what a beautiful
collection of cars OUR members of the EAOVC have..
Everyone knows what Committees are like and sensible people hide
from being involved, as it is one of the most thankless and sometimes
hurtful tasks to undertake. Many have tried and many have failed, but
some succeed and do their best and when they get it right they are
rewarded. The EAOVC club is the members club and the elected
committee are there for the members and they do the best that they
can for you. All are approachable and known to most of you, so if you
have any ideas or problems, please politely speak with them. As your
membership secretary I am determined that we all join forces and make
our club one of the most enjoyable clubs to belong to. My phone
number is in this newsletter and I am happy to chat with any member.
Just a few reminders: Our chosen Charity for 2020 now becomes our
chosen charity for 2021 Autism N.I. and any money received in 2020
for Autism has been carried forward to 2021. EAOVC Regalia can be
ordered from Committee member David Totten.Tel:07970 574430. To
view the items check the EAOVC website. We are still looking for any
spare tools, or equipment not being used to be stored in the club trailer.
A big THANK YOU for paying last year’s subscription, now carried
forward to this year and keeping the wheels turning. Also, there would
be no newsletter without the involvement of you lovely people, being
cajoled into giving me snippets of information and opening up to us all
with interesting things to read about. My thanks go to Stanley for
agreeing to write about his amazing experiences in the film industry, to
Raymond for sharing his Son Wayne’s racing achievements and to
Alastair for agreeing to do his popular quiz (give it a go on the opposite
page). Also to the wonderful members that I approached in the past
and have already allowed me to share their stories with you all. ... AND
to the members that I trust in the future will share their stories too?
I Hope to see you soon and I wish you all a HAPPY EASTER!
Please take care and stay safe. Olivia

MARCH QUIZ TIME WITH ALASTAIR
THE QUESTIONS
Have fun, test your knowledge and see how many questions that
you can get correct... Answers on page 14.
Question 1: In 1896 the speed limit was raised from 4mph to? ..... mph
Question 2: In 1936 Wilson of Leicester built a 32mph two seater car
powered by? ......
Question 3: What is the name of the first mass produced car to use
pedal configuration of: Clutch, Brake, and Accelerator? ......
Question 4: For many years what river name did Ford use on
Commercial vehicles? ......
Question 5: What Toyota was popular in driving schools? ....
Question 6: What fluid was used in car batteries until recently? ......
Question 7: In the UK in 1950, what Fords were constructed with a
built in jacking system? ......
Question 8: A combined coil spring/damper unit was first used in the
UK on what vehicle, name the year and model? ......
Question 9: Morris Marina 1-8 T.C. what does T.C. stand for? ......
Question 10: In the UK, in 1973, the speed limit was 50mph on a
single carriageway and 60mph on the motorway......why?
Question 11: Name a Talbot not out of place on Strictly Come
Dancing? ......
Question 12: I am the shape of a 1958 Plymouth Fury. I have been
damaged and destroyed but I spontaneously repair, I am evil, I am? .....
Questions for EAOVC members, not MR.GOOGLE!

UPDATE ON EAOVC MEMBER RAYMOND BOYD’S SON:
CHAMPION RACING DRIVER WAYNE BOYD

RAYMOND AND WAYNE BOYD, FATHER AND SON, BOTH SHARE
A GREAT FAMILY BOND AND A LOVE OF MOTOR RACING

January/February 2021 Wayne Boyd, the reigning European Le Man’s
LMP3 Champion, was in Daytona racing for Sean Creesh Motor Sports,
driving their Leiger-P3. This was his first attempt at the Daytona 24
hour race and he gained podium position achieving second place.

SEAN CREESH MOTOR SPORTS impressive LEIGER-P3

Wayne, runner up in the 2018-19 Asian championship, led his United
Autosports team to convincing victories, taking their Ligier-Nissan to
pole position for both rounds and playing the anchor role in bringing the
car safely to the finish at the end of the four-hour races at the Dubai
Autodrome, then successfully raced on to WIN the Championship at the
Yas Marina circuit in Abu Dhabi on the 20th February!
Wayne is due to return to the United States in March for the 12-Hours
Sebring race with his regular United Autosports team. U.A. has also
confirmed that Wayne Boyd will return to defend his European Le Mans
LMP3 title when the 2021 series begins in Barcelona on April the18th.

THE UNITED AUTOSPORTS WINNING TEAM - ABU DHABI FEBRUARY 2021

WATCH OUT FOR POTHOLES ON THE ROAD!

Think driving will get easier once the winter season ends. Think again.
Warm spring weather melts away slippery snow and ice, but it also
brings out one of the most problematic elements on the road
POTHOLES! - Potholes can be a menace to all road users. They
create a totally unnecessary road safety danger as well as costing
motorists thousands of pounds in expensive repairs.
It is estimated that there are about two million of them. They are
lethal and often their whereabouts can take you by surprise. A blight
to all cars and especially classic car motoring !
Potholes are road imperfections that occur when soil compacted
beneath the road/pavement become weakened or displaced. Roads
are particularly likely to form potholes in winter and spring months,
when ice and lots of running water disrupt the base layers. As cars
drive over these weak spots, the surface can deform, crack and chip
away, leaving a hole in the road surface. Potholes start small, but
grow as traffic hits them, potentially becoming deep or large enough
to damage a car.
Pothole accidents have left drivers with broken suspension springs,
damaged shock absorbers and buckled wheels according to the RAC
who said “urgent remedial repairs are needed to reduce the risk of
further damage to vehicles or injuries to bikers or cyclists” Should you
see a bad pothole on the road, note its location and photograph it if you
can and tell the local authority, keeping a copy of your Email or letter.
Some councils have template forms on their websites. Once council
knows about a dangerous pothole, it is duty- bound to deal with it.

If you have previously reported a pothole and later damage your car on

the same one, provided you can prove that you have already reported
it, the council cannot argue with you.
Hitting the hard edge of a pothole can jar your steering system and
cause misalignment to your wheels. You might only notice this damage
when your car pulls to one side or another, or the steering is not as
responsive as it used to be.
If your car hits a large pothole pretty hard and at the right angle, there's
a chance that the transmission casing could crack, which could lead to
a transmission fluid leak. Without the proper amount of fluid, there will
not be enough lubrication to protect your car's gears, making this an
issue to attend to right away.
If you do hit/drive through a pothole, check these five areas to make
sure it did not cause a problem. TYRES, WHEELS, SUSPENSON,
BODY and EXHAUST
If you suspect any damage to your car, note the exact location and take
photographs. If the damage is not visible – such as a suspension
problem, or dislocated alignment of the steering, go to a garage and get
your car checked and repaired and if necessary a report prepared.
Always ensure that your tyre pressure is correct and drive carefully
watching out for potential hazards (potholes etc.,) at all times.
The RAC website has descriptions and photos of many different
potential pothole hazards which can be downloaded.

Photos courtesy of the RAC

In answer to: “How did you get involved in car/film stuff?”
I had been working with G&H for a couple of years on many TV and
film productions and we had just finished a long stint on one of the early
seasons of “Game of Thrones” when, knowing that I had an interest in
transport and cars, I was offered the opportunity to take up the vacancy
for an Action Vehicle Co-ordinator. I jumped at the chance. The work
entailed finding cars for films, working to a “wish list” provided by the
Art Director - not a task for the faint hearted, apparently.
My first attempt as a Vehicle Co-ordinator was one of the greatest
challenges that I have ever taken on. Still a greenhorn in the movie
business, I soon realised that, quite possibly, the reason that I was
offered the job was because nobody else was daft enough to take it.
That said, I had all the help and encouragement that I needed from one
of the directors who had, many years ago, cut his teeth as a Vehicle
Co-ordinator. I got to know, like and respect this man over the next few
weeks. I set to work, sourcing over forty vehicles for my first production
- buying, hiring from car enthusiasts, and using some of the collection
of cars that the company had stockpiled over the years. This was one
of the most pressured, stressful, tiring, satisfying and enjoyable jobs
that I have ever had. At that time things went a bit chaotic. Whilst on
the first production, two other films came up and for around six weeks I
was working cars on three films. Two films, being shot on day shoots
and one on permanent night shoots which meant twenty-four-hour
coverage. For six weeks I slept with a phone and computer beside the
bed, taking calls when things did not go to plan throughout the night.
Police cars having flat tyres, cars not starting, trying to have cars
moved to and from sets and lots more, all in a night’s work from the
comfort of my nice warm bed. When things went wrong it was stressful
in the extreme; when things went well it was enormously satisfying.
Thankfully, more often than not, things did go right – well, most of the
time. One of the films bombed completely, the other two actually did
well and were essential early “Look at what Northern Ireland has to
offer” films which were so important to promoting what is now a multimillion-dollar industry.
I did get an urgent call one morning. A security van which was to be
used in an armed robbery had failed to start. My orders were to get
down there quickly and sort it out. What a way to start the day, hadn’t
even had my coffee. Taking into account the fact that this was nothing

to do with our company and that I had never even seen the van before I
hadn’t a clue what was wrong. On turning the corner into a little side
street behind the City Hall I found the complete film crew standing idle;
the director was not happy, an idle crew costs money. I took a quick
look at the batteries – loose - tighten the connections - ignition on –
good, but still would not start. Most vehicles which contain or are used
for either dangerous substances or security work will be fitted with an
interlock as a security or safety device - no switches visible, must be
something else. I tried putting it in gear, each in turn – into reverse –
ignition – bingo, interlock fitted to reverse gear. Engine starts, frantic
crew does the headless chicken routine trying to get things into place to
make up on time. I was hurriedly dressed up in a security uniform and
spent the rest of the morning driving the van and being robbed by a
gang of the most unlikely villains. Great fun! That was how things
worked. I never really found out exactly who was making the film, it
was not our company but that did not matter, they needed a bit of help
and that was that – sorted.
During this time I was approached by an English Producer and asked if
we would provide the cars for a huge Bollywood production. Of course
we would!!! I could write a chapter on this alone, what an amazing
crowd of people. Set in London in the seventies, we put together
around forty classic cars, I was grateful for the help and patience of the
car owners; it has never failed to amaze me that other car anoraks will
really put themselves out to be as helpful as they possibly can. We
spent a week “blowing up” cars, “shooting” them up and watching gun
battles along the rooftops (in Belfast) Early on the Saturday morning I
was standing on the side of the street with the producer while a gun
battle raged on the roof above us. Two elderly ladies walked by us,
looked up momentarily, and walked on without even a blink, never
stopped talking.
The producer and I looked at each other in
amusement and he commented that this was the reason that they loved
filming here. 900 rounds of blanks and the old ladies were not even
interested. During another “robbery” two local teenagers watched
unimpressed. One of them sneered to a member of the crew that even
they could have done better than that. Unfortunately, I do not doubt
that they probably could have or even had done.
Quite often scenes are done at night as Norman Neill can testify. One
dark quiet night in what is now the Cathedral Quarter, we had Norman
in his Humber Sceptre drive down a narrow dark and dingy alley as two

Bollywood gunmen step out from the darkness and shoot him through
the driver’s window. Fairly simple and straightforward, usually this
would be rehearsed a few times before the actual shot. On this
particular night Noreen had paid us a visit and we were standing at the
front of the car talking to a few of the crew members while, as we
thought, the film crew set up and rehearsed. Without prior warning they
took the shot – literally. A barrage of ear-splitting shots rang out less
than two metres away with spent rounds whizzing past Noreen’s right
ear. I think that Norman and I both were in need of a diaper check!!!
It is with a twinge of sadness that I remember that the late Patrick
Kelso’s lovely Mercedes was one of the main action vehicles. The car
was used as an action vehicle the week after the EAOVC Portrush run,
which it had taken in its stride and was running like the proverbial clock.
The minute that we took it to the set it developed a teeny bit of a cough.
Oops!! Patrick and I looked at each other and thought “It will be fine.”
Mercedes in place and our Bollywood lookalike driver, Brian, slipped
the car into gear waiting for the all-important “ACTION” call on the
radio. His plan was to drive at speed around the corner into a scene of
carnage. A Rover 2000 had been pyrotechnically charged ready to
blow up on the arrival of the Mercedes. Bollywood actors were to be
engaged in a ferocious gun battle and the main actor was to be shuffled
into Patrick’s Mercedes and driven to safety at speed past Paddy
Haveron’s strategically placed beautiful little 100E. Well, that was the
plan…. The minute the director shouted “ACTION” Hitler’s revenge
gave another cough and died. The silence lasted for what seemed an
eternity. Patrick and I looked at each other and then at Brian who
raised his hands in sheer disbelief and horror. The silence was
replaced by a few giggles and eventually belly laughs. The director
informed everyone at the top of his voice with great hilarity in broken
English that the “Car did not go – broken!!”. That’s the difference
between working with Bollywood and European artistic people, they
accept that, it is what it is. Our Bollywood driver, Brian, in real life is an
exceptionally proficient mechanic, did a bit of fiddling with the
carburetor, the scene was reset, reshot and the finished scene looked
really impressive. Nice memories of Bollywood, Patrick and the
Mercedes. The film went on to do very well in India, apparently it was
viewed by half a billion people – apparently that’s a lot.

Just as a PS
One of the camera crew had an app on his phone which allowed him to
add in an explosion. The camera guy was able to add a very life-like
explosion to a video of Paddy Haveron’s handsome little 100E. It
looked to all intents and purposes as if it had suffered the same fate as
the Rover 2000. I sent it by text to Paddy with a groveling apology and
had a very irate call a few minutes later wanting to know what the
“bleep” we had done to his car. He did see the funny side of it
eventually and was amused at the film of his car going up in smoke.

Unfortunately, I cannot find the actual photos from the film, but you
might remember Patrick’s Mercedes, Paddy’s intact 100E and
Norman’s Humber. Unfortunately, the Rover 2000 did not make it and
was retired after the production was over.

BY: EAOVC MEMBER STANLEY BATES

MARCH QUIZ TIME WITH ALASTAIR

THE ANSWERS:

Question 1:

14mph

Question 2:

ELECTRIC

Question 3:

AUSTIN 7

Question 4:

THAMES

Question 5:

TOYOTA STARLET

Question 6:

SULFURIC ACID

Question 7:

V8 PILOT

Question 8:

1949 TRIUMPH MAYFLOWER

Question 9:

TWIN CARBS

Question 10:

OIL CRISIS

Question 11:

SAMBA

Question 12:

CHRISTINE (THE MOVIE)

Well how did you do?

And Finally ......................
In the next issue of the Newsletter we take a look at one of our
EAOVC MEMBERS interesting holiday in Morocco! It is really
amusing - I am still giggling at it.

TO ALL OF THE EAST ANTRIM OLD VEHICLE CLUB MEMBERS
PLEASE TAKE CARE, STAY STRONG AND STAY SAFE. WE HOPE
IN THE NEAR FUTURE THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO ENJOY OUR
CLASSIC CAR CLUB MEETINGS AND EVENTS ONCE AGAIN!
IN THE MEANTIME, WE WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY EASTER
AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON
EAST ANTRIM OLD VEHICLE CLUB COMMITTEE
www.eaovc.co.uk

